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These questions arise when | stay with these
plants: Whose land made this possible?
Whose hands? What histories allowed or
prevented this growth? Plants and blooms
remind me that stewardship is an ongoing
responsibility. | offer these moments through
imitating flora’s formsjand colors as an
invitation to see that-ourshared
environments are worth tending to, in direct
action and through daily decisions.

Small gestures accumulate, shape the people
involved, and create micro-environments of
care that resist isolation. To live artfully is to
remain attentive, to question inherited ways of
thinking, and to resist systems that prioritize
control, ownership, and dominance over land
and life. The earth does not speak in words, but
it communicates constantly through growth
patterns, weather, sounds, and absences.
These are forms of language, and it is our
responsibility to learn how to listen, and to
translate what we hear into form, through art
and through action, to give shape to what is
already being said by the earth: help me

thrive. When |
paint encounters
from walking
through my.
nelghbof‘}wod it
is because: thése*«v
organic moments
speak more clearly
than constructed
expenences A
bloommg flower’ |s*f’
the result bf
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In sharing these encounters, | reach toward
others who are already caring for the earth in
ways both visible and small. Even-within the
hopelessness of our catastrophic climate, let
this be a reminder personal actions still.carry
outward effects, and there.is power in

we are already part of. To live artfully is to
participate in that collaboration one step, or
one decision at a time; Working toward
reciprocity, toward care, and against
extraction and isolation.

watet,

collective actions. To witness how plants grow
is to understand that growth:is neverisolated.
It is a collaborative art project. It is something

¢ Somerville, MA.
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ONE STEP AT A TIME:

Living artfully everyday, fighting extraction with
collective daily decisions and endless courage

A collection of thoughts and drawings from Summer to Spring

Made by Lauren Boysa



